United States Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 20520 


NOV 1 4 2012 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 


We appreciate your Committee's continued interest in understanding the 
circumstances of the attack in Benghazi and how we can prevent and protect 
against such attacks in the future. As I shared in my October 26 letter to you, the 
Department of State is committed to facilitating your access to documents that 
address the security situation in Benghazi leading up to the attack. In that vein, we 
have thus far provi ded access to two tranches of documents to your staff, as 
requested and on a bipartisan basis. Additionally, we expect to make a third 
tranche of documents available this week for Committee review. We stand by to 
provide further access to these documents at your convenience. 

In addition to requesting documents, your October 18 letter presented a 
number of substantive questions, which we continue to work diligently to answer. 
The Accountability Review Board established by Secretary Clinton is also 
examining many of these issues, and we would encourage you to withhold any 
final conclusions about the Benghazi attack until you have had an opportunity to 
review that information. 

As you know, Under Secretary of State for Management Pat Kennedy will 
appear before your Committee today to offer a full Member briefing on the events 
of September 11. He is prepared to respond to the issues raised in your letter. 

In closing, I want to reiterate the Department's ongoing commitment to 
supporting your Committee's work on this important effort. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me with any questions or concerns. 



Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 


